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(c) BLM is not the official recording 
office for ancillary documents con-
cerning mining claims or sites, includ-
ing but not limited to, leases, wills, 
judgments, liens, option agreements, 
and grubstake contracts. 

§ 3830.3 Who may locate mining 
claims? 

Persons qualified to locate mining 
claims or sites under this part include: 

(a) United States citizens who have 
reached the age of discretion under the 
law of their State of residence; 

(b) Legal immigrants who have filed 
an application for citizenship with the 
proper Federal agency; 

(c) Business entities organized under 
the laws of any state, including but not 
limited to corporations and partner-
ships; or 

(d) Duly constituted and appointed 
agents acting on behalf of locators 
qualified under paragraph (a), (b), or (c) 
of this section. 

§ 3830.5 Definitions. 
Aliquot part means a legal subdivision 

of a section of a township and range, 
except fractional lots, by division into 
halves or quarters. 

Amendment means the act of making 
a change in a previously recorded min-
ing claim or site as described in 
§ 3833.21 of this chapter. 

Annual FLPMA documents means ei-
ther a notice of intent to hold, or an af-
fidavit of assessment work, as pre-
scribed in section 314(a) of FLPMA (43 
U.S.C. 1744(a)). The term ‘‘proof of 
labor’’ (commonly used to describe this 
document) means the same as ‘‘affi-
davit of assessment work’’ as used in 
this part. See parts 3835 and 3836 of this 
chapter for further information. 

Assessment year means a period of 12 
consecutive months beginning at 12 
noon on September 1 each year. See 
part 3836 of this chapter for further in-
formation. 

Bench placer claim means a placer 
mining claim located on terraces or 
former floodplains made of gravel or 
sediment or both on the valley wall or 
slope above the current riverbed, and 
created when the river previously was 
at a higher topographic level than now. 

BLM State Office means the Bureau of 
Land Management State Office listed 

in § 1821.10 of this chapter having juris-
diction over the land in which the min-
ing claims or sites are situated. The 
Northern District Office in Fairbanks 
may also receive and accept docu-
ments, filings, and fees for mining 
claims or sites in Alaska. 

Claimant means the person under 
state or Federal law who is the owner 
of all or any part of an unpatented 
mining claim or site. 

Closed to mineral entry means the land 
is not available for the location of min-
ing claims or sites because Congress, 
BLM, or another surface managing 
agency has withdrawn or otherwise 
segregated the lands from the oper-
ation of the General Mining Law, often 
subject to valid existing rights. 

Control means actual control, legal 
control, or the power to exercise con-
trol, through or by common directors, 
officers, stockholders, a voting trust, 
or a holding company or investment 
company, or any other means. BLM 
may determine, based on evidence that 
we find adequate, that a stockholder 
who is not an officer or director, or 
who is not a majority shareholder, of a 
company or corporation exercises con-
trol as defined in these regulations. 

Discovery means that a mining claim-
ant has found a valuable mineral de-
posit. 

Federal lands means any lands or in-
terest in lands owned by the United 
States, subject to location under the 
General Mining Law, including, but not 
limited to, those lands within forest 
reservations in the National Forest 
System and wildlife refuges in the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System. 

Filed means a document is— 
(a) Received by BLM on or before the 

due date; or 
(b)(1) Postmarked or otherwise clear-

ly identified as sent on or before the 
due date by a bona fide mail delivery 
service, and 

(2) Received by the appropriate BLM 
state office either: 

(i) Within 15 calendar days after the 
due date; or 

(ii) On the next business day after 
the 15th day, if the 15th day is not a 
business day (see subpart 1822 of this 
chapter). 

Final certificate means a form that 
BLM issues during its processing of a 
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